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ence and power. The landless were dependent upon
them for their support, and for nearly everything
else. Their condition approached that of slavery,
and many of them were slaves. All the responsibili-
ties of society devolved upon the landholding class,
and it really ruled whether with or without the instru-
mentality of courts. The large landholder exercised
an authority of a paternal nature over his tenants and
workmen; and when the rigid feudal system became
established, he wielded it through the instrumentality
of a seignorial court, such as the court baron in Eng-
land after the Norman Conquest. Violence and its
accompanying crimes, theft and robbery, such as a
society advancing out of barbarism first seeks to
repress, were committed principally among the lower
classes, and the business of the courts, such as we
find established, consisted in efforts to repress and
punish these. The same condition which has been
found in the early history of all known nations was
exhibited here. As has been observed by Prof.
Maine, the first step in the public enforcement of law
is the constitution of some sort of a tribunal with
something in the nature of a procedure for the pun-
ishment of offences. These rude tribunals we find
established in the earliest history of England, in the
principal divisions of the territory. There was the
Court of the Hundred, and the Court of the County,
and perhaps other petty tribunals. Of the precise
origin of these courts we have no knowledge, and but
little of their actual constitution and proceedings.
We know of no legislation or other public act creat-
ing them. Certain persons, the sheriffs and other